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  MAP 3.1    State Population Per Legislator
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Sources: Audrey S. Wall, ed., Book of the States, vol. 44 (Lexington, Ky.: Council of State Governments, 2012), 83, table 3.3; Kristin D. Burnett, “2010 Census Briefs: 
Congressional Reapportionment” (Washington, D.C.: United States Census Bureau, 2011), 2, table 1; some calculations by author.

Note: Eight states have ratios of population per legislator below 10,000: New Hampshire, Vermont, North Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, Maine, South Dakota, 
and Rhode Island.

quickly to changes—including mandates from the federal government and changes to the 
economy. Advocates of biennial session believe that limiting the legislature’s time limits their 
interference in the lives of citizens and makes legislators spend more time living and working 
among the people that they represent.

Special Sessions

State legislatures are typically not limited to meeting only during their regular 
sessions. Often, state governments find it necessary to have the legislature meet beyond 
the required sessions. These special sessions of the legislature may occur after an 
unexpected event or to have the legislature pass legislation that did not pass during the 
regular session. Texas and fourteen other states have rules that allow only the governor 
to call a special session. In the other 35 states, either the governor or the legislature can 
call for a special session. In some states, such as Alaska and Florida, a supermajority 
of legislators (usually, two-thirds or three-fifths of the members of each chamber) must 
agree to hold the special session by filing a petition. Some states, such as Delaware, 
allow the presiding officers of each chamber to call the legislature into special session. 
Moreover, a majority of states do not limit the number of days that the legislature 

Special session
meetings of a legislature that 
occur outside the regular 
legislative session; in Texas, 
special sessions are called by 
the governor and last for up to 
thirty days

Supermajority
a majority that is larger than a 
simple majority of 50 percent 
plus one; supermajorities 
include requirements of 60 
percent, two-thirds, three-
fourths, or 80 percent to make 
a decision


